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BEAVIS, Frederick 
 

Private, 205039 
1st /5th Battalion,  
The King's (Liverpool Regiment) 
formerly Private,19814, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 20th September, 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 33 years 
 
Frederick Beavis was born on the 22nd December, 1883 the eldest son of George 
and Eliza, nee Kiddy; their first born, Ada, had died at the age of six months in June 
1879.  Frederick’s baptism at St Mary’s Church, Haverhill on the 15th November 1890 
was a family affair with siblings Charles born 1884, Kate born 1886 and Albert born 
1890 also baptised.  At the time of the baptisms the family was living at 62 Burton 
End then, when at No. 96, another brother, Ernest, was born in 1895. 
 
George and Eliza were married on the 4th August, 1877 at St Mary’s Church.  George 
was the eldest son of nine children born to Joseph and Mary Ann Beavis and worked 
as a farm labourer, like his father, and then as a bricklayer.  Eliza’s family was from 
Helions Bumpstead and her father, William, was also a farm labourer whilst she was 
a clothing factory hand, probably at Gurteens. 
 
By 1901 the family were living at 15 Crowland Road with Frederick, now 17 years, a 
mat weaver like his mother.  His brother Charles though, no doubt helping his father, 

was a bricklayer’s labourer. 
 
Frederick met and married local girl 
Eleanor Barber in the spring of 1905.  
Her parents Frank and Susannah lived 
at 15 Clements Lane with Frank 
working there as a silk weaver whilst 
Lena, as she liked to be called, worked 
as a cotton weaver.  Their first son 
called Maurice was born at the end of 
1907 followed by Stanley in 1910.  By 
1911 the family were living at 10 Downs 
Place with Frederick still working as a 
mat weaver and Lena a cotton weaver.  
Their first daughter, Gladys, was born 
in 1913 followed by Elsie in the summer 
of 1917. 
 
Frederick enlisted in Sudbury as Private 
No. 19814 in the Suffolk Regiment.  He 
was later transferred to the 1st/5th 
Battalion, The King’s (Liverpool 
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Regiment) as Rifleman 205039 and was to see his last action at the Battle of Menin 
Road Ridge, which, as part of the Third Battle of the Ypres, lasted from the 20th to the 
25th September 1917.  Frederick was killed in action on the first day, 20th September 
1917. 
 
The war diaries for 20th September 1917 show that the 5th Battalion were involved in 
an attack starting at 5.40am which passed through 7th Kings, taking Green Line and 
consolidating the position which ran from Hill 37 on the left to Zevencote on the right.  
Casualties noted: 4 Officers killed; 5 Officers wounded; 41 Other Ranks killed; 7 
Other Ranks died of wounds; 7 Other Ranks missing; 114 Other Ranks wounded. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 27th October 1917 reported: 

 
‘Official confirmation has been received by Mrs. F. Beavis of Down's 
Place, Haverhill that her husband, Pte. Fred Beavis, of the King's 
(Liverpool Regiment) has been killed in action in France. The deceased 
soldier joined up about twelve months ago, prior to which he carried on 
a small business retailing wood, etc. Two of his brothers are serving 
and another is a POW in Germany. Much sympathy is felt for the widow 
and her four young children.’ 

 
 

Frederick was 
awarded the Victory 
and British Medals 
and is remembered 
on the Tyne Cot 
Memorial (left), just 
to the north of 
Ypres in Belgium, 
which bears the 
names of almost 
35,000 officers and 
men whose graves 
are not known.  
 
 
 

(photo courtesy of 
CWGC) 
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At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial two wreaths were laid inscribed:  
 

In loving memory of Rifleman F Beavis, killed in action in France, 
From Mum, Dad, Sisters & Brothers 

 

In loving remembrance of my dear husband Pte. F. Beavis  
From his sorrowing wife Lena and Children 

 
 
It is not known if Frederick ever saw his youngest daughter Elsie. 
 
 
 
 
Also serving with Frederick Beavis Arthur in the 1st/5th Battalion, The King’s 
(Liverpool) Regiment was fellow Haverhill man Arthur Brown who also lost his life on 
the same day and who is also commemorated at Tyne Cot.  


